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To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Sturminster  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1954. 

The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London) 
Regulations  1935  &  1951. 

Appendix  A  to  the  report  contains  extracts  from  the 
findings  of  the  1951  census  which  may  be  of  interest. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  District  has 
remained  satisfactory  during  the  year  and  that  there  has  been 
no  undue  incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dean  and  Mr.  Hodson,  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year  and 
for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  report  and  to  my  clerk, 

Miss. P. Goddard,  for  her  efficient  services  throughout  the  year. 

May  I  also  acknowledge  the  happy  co-operation  and  assistance 
I  always  obtain  from  your  clerk,  Mr.  Steptoe,  your  Housing  Manager, 
Miss  Bradley,  and  all  the  other  members  of  your  staff. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  you,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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STURMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1  9  5  4. 


A.  Area  -  45,364  acres. 

Rateable  value  -  £45,505. 
Production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £185. 


Vital  Statistics* 

population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  -  9,780. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male. 

Female 

Total 

84 

78 

jRate  per 

Legitimate 

83 

75 

) resident 

Illegitimate 

1 

4 

)  =  16.6 

Illegitimacy  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births  =  41.0 


Comparative  figures 
a) Sturminster  R.D.C.  (b)England  & 

Wales. 

1,000 

Pop: 

17.9  15.2 


41.0  46.0 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Total  1  2  Rate  per  1,000 

live  and  stillbirths 
=  18.5  18.5 


24.0 


DEATHS. 

Total 

56  62  Rate  per  1,000 

resident  pop: 

=  12.0 

9.0 

11.3 

Deaths  in 

Infantile  death 

infants  under 

rate  per  1,000 

one  year 

1  3  live  births 

=  24,6 

24.6 

25.5 

1954. 

1953. 

Deaths 

f  rorr 

Maternal  Causes 

-  TTI 

W 

tt 

t» 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

ir 

u 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs 

1 

Nil 

if 

n 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

17 

18 

tt 

tt 

influenza 

Nil 

3 

it 

ti 

pneumonia 

3 

2 

tt 

it 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

ti 

it 

All  other  accidents 

1 

Nil 

ti 

ti 

Suicide 

2 

2 

1 


B. personal  Health  Services  in  the  district. 


The  personal  health  services,  including  the  Ambulance 
Service,  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Domestic  Home  Help 
Service  which  is  doing  excellent  work,  particularly  amongst 
the  aged*  Undoubtedly,  this  service  is  assisting  to  maintain 
many  old  people  in  their  own  homes  and  thereby  not  only  proving 
its  worth  economically,  but  it  also  adds  materially  to  the 
happiness  of  the  old  people.  The  Council  is  fortunate  in 
having  an  energetic  Voluntary  Organiser  working  in  the  district 
with  a  team  of  excellent  home  helps. 

Problem  Families. 


No  cases  test  the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare  Services  as  do  those  of  the  ’problem’  families  and 
none  are  more  difficult  to  deal  with. 

The  number  of  different  ’officials’  or  representatives  of 
voluntary  agencies  concerned  in  an  individual  case  are  many. 

It  may  include  the  local  housing  manager,  the  district  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  Health  Visitor,  the  Children’s  Officer, 
the  National  Assistance  Board  officer,  the  Education  officer, 
the  inspector  of  the  N.S.P#C.C.  ,  the  Probation  Officer  and  the 
local  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Worker,  It  may  well  be  that  all 
these  representatives  of  welfare  services  have  some  interest  or 
responsibility  in  many  of  the  cases  requiring  assistance.  Without 
the  closest  co-operation  amongst  these  several  agencies, 
duplication  of  effort  or  even  mis-application  of  effort  is  not 
unlikely  and,  in  order  to  obtain  the  closest  co-ordination  of 
effort,  a  joint  Circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Ministry 
of  Education  and  The  Home  Office  recommended  the  setting  up  of 
joint  committees  of  interested  persons  who  could  review  and 
discuss  the  requirements  of  these  ’problem’  cases  at  regular 
intervals. 

No  such  co-ordinated  action  has  been  achieved  in  your 
district.  Although  the  personal  relationships  of  those 
separately  concerned  in  this  particular  work  has  always  been 
friendly  and  co-operative,  more  could  be  achieved,  I  believe, 
if  the  suggestion  made  in  the  joint  memorandum  was  adopted  as 
far  as  the  North  Dorset  area  is  concerned. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  proved  in  all 
respects  most  helpful  and  satisfactory, 

C. Environmental  Health  services. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  - 
1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  -  J.H.Dean,  F.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

who  also  carries  out  duties  of  Waterworks  &  Sewerage  Engineer. 
Sanitary  Inspector  -  F.Hodson,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.S*E. ,  M.R,san.I, 
This  officer  is  engaged  full  time  on  sanitary  duties  and 
meat  inspection. 

Clerical  staff  -  one  whole  time  clerk. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year,  after  the  private 
slaughtering  of  meat  was  resumed  in  the  district,  at  least  half 

of  the  available  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  occupied  in 
meat  inspection.  This  resulted  in  a  diminution  of  the  time  and 
attention  which  could  be  given  to  other  sanitary  duties.  With 
the  appointment  early  in  the  new  year  of  an  assistant  inspector, 
full  sanitary  and  housing  inspections  will  be  able  to  be  resumed. 
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2.  water  supply. 


(a)  Quantity. 


Consumption. 


Prom  Council's  own  Sources 
From  Wincanton  R.D.C. 

Deduct  Bulk  Supplies  to 


167,508,000 

5,499,000 

173,007,000 


( 1 )  Dorchester  R.D.C • 

fa^  Brockhampton 
fm  Buckland  Newton 
( c)  Supplied  direct 
from  mains 


( 2)  Sherborne  R.D.C. 


2,897,000 

4,232,000 

2,500,000 

9,629,000 


(a)  Holwell  and 

Bishops  Caundle  12,371,000 
Less  Hardwick  717,000 
Less  cridland  91,000 

626,000 

11,745,000 

21,374,000 


NET  DISTRICT  CONSUMPTION  -  151,633,000 


Total  water  afforded  by  meter 


64,728,000 


Total  unmetered  water  (mainly  domestic)  -  86,905,000 


Average  perhead  per  day  based  on  popultion 
of  9,500  persons _ _ 25  gallons. 

Sources. 


The  sources  of  the  Council’ s  water  supplies  are  from  four 
springs  out  of  greensand  outcrops,  giving  the  following  lowest 
yields; - 


Cookwell,  Okeford  Fitzpaine 
Duntish,  Buckland  Newton 
Ibberton 
Shillingstone 


150,000  g.p.d. 
96,000  g.p.d. 
26,000  g.p.d, 
26,000  g.p.d. 


Total  -  298,000  g.p.d. 


Supplies  are  also  obtained  from  boreholes  .at  Alton  pancras 
which  were  test  pumped  in  1948  fourteen  continuous  days  at 
30,000  g.p.h. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  during  the  year,  partly  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  a  wet  year,  and  partly  due  to  progress  made 
in  the  laying  of  new  trunk  mains. 


Bulk  supplies  of  water  received  from  Wincanton  R.D.C.  have 
also  been  reduced  by  approximately  nine  million  gallons  over  the 
twelve  months  in  spite  of  the  general  increase  in  water  consumption, 
due  to  progress  of  nev/  works. 

The  total  consumption  of  water  in  the  district  increased  over 
the  previous  year  by  eight  and  a  half  million  gallons  approximately. 
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(b)  Quality.  The  quality  of  all  the  Council’s  water  supplies 
has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 


Regular  monthly  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  annual  samples  for  chemical 
analysis. 

All  sources  of  supply  were  chlorinated  and 
regularly  tested  to  check  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment. 


( c )  pew  Works, 
during  the  year  - 

(i) 


(2) 

(3) 


The  following  new  works  were  carried  out 

Continuation  of  9M  main  to  Lydlinch 
Common  and  8”  main  to  Stal bridge. 

Laying  of  5”  main  Lydlinch  Common 
to  Sturminster  Newton. 

Re-laying  of  2M  main  Glanvilles 
Wootton, 


Contracts  let  or  under  way  - 


1J  Completion  of  Stalbridge  main, 

2)  New  7"  main  Stalbridge  to  Marnhull. 


The  Council  has  a  programme  of  future  contracts  as  follows; - 


(a)  Re-laying  of  existing  2"  with  4”  main  from  pilwell 

to  Convent,  Marnhull. 

(b)  Re-laying  of  4"  with  a  5”  main  Buckland  Newton  to 

Mappowder • 

(c)  Re-laying  of  3"  with  a  5”  main  Okeford  pitzpaine 

to  Shillingstone. 

(d)  Construction  of  new  reservoir,  Broad  Oak, 

Sturminster  Newton. 


Distribution. 


PARISH 

Council 

Mains. 

private 

Mains, 

Wells  etc* 

In, 

Out ,  I 

public . 

In.  j 

Out. 

public 

In.  | 

Out, 

! 

Stand- 

Stand- 

1 

l 

pipes. 

pipes. 

Child  okeford 

140 

6 

— 

4 

— 

•• 

1 

7 

Fifehead  Magdalen 

41 

2 

- 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Fifehead  Neville 

38 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hazelbury  Bryan 

130 

12 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

6 

Hanford 

8 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Hammo  on 

15 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Hinton  St.  Mary 

7 

- 

— 

37 

12 

— 

— 

2 

Ibberton 

26 

5 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

- 

Lydlinch 

66 

12 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Mans ton 

37 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Mappowder 

38 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 

7 

Marnhull 

266 

18 

1 

5 

- 

- 

2 

6 

Okeford  Fitzpaine 

120 

4 

- 

7 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Pulham 

36 

6 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stalbridge 

284 

18 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Shillingstone 

138 

6 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Stoke  Wake 

- 

- 

- 

14 

2 

- 

- 

— 

Stourton  Caundle 

66 

- 

- 

2 

.  - 

— 

- 

2 

Sturminster  Newton 

388 

12 

2 

— 

— 

- 

1 

3 

Woolland 

- 

- 

- 

17 

3 

1 

- 

6 

Wootton  Glanvilles 

40 

2 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

2 

TOTAL 

Council  houses 

1884 

1100 

115 

12 

106 

17 

3 

14 

54 

TOTAL 

2984 

115 

12 

106 

!  17 

-j _ 

j  3 

14 

54 
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3,  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 


New  Works*  Work  was  completed  during  ehe  year  on  the  Child 
Okeford  (No/5)  Contract  including  the  Pumping  Station. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  on  the  new  sewage 
disposal  works  for  Sturminster  Newton. 

Thirty  sewer  connections  were  made  during  the 
year  to  sewers  in  the  area,  and  thirty  conversions  of  earth  closets 
to  water  closets  were  carried  out. 

Existing  Works.  Maintenance  work  at  the  smaller  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Marnhull,  Manston,  Hazelbury  Bryan,  Pulham, 
Mappowder  and  Glanvilles  Wootton,  has  been  satisfactorily  carried 
out  by  a  ’’flying  squad”  of  two  workmen  who  also  operate  the 
Council's  cesspool  emptying  service. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Stalbridge  and 
Shillingstone  employ  full  time  maintenance  and  are  satisfactorily 
operated. 


Samples  of  all  effluents  are  regularly 
taken  by  the  Dorset  County  Council,  and  the  great  majority  are 
found,  on  examination,  to  be  satisfactory. 

Approved  Schemes.  Small  sections  of  sewers  have  been 
c omme nc ed  in~ sTur min s t e r  Newton  and  a  starting  date  awarded  for 
an  extension  to  Marnhull  sewage  disposal  works. 

The  following  schemes  have  been  approved 
by  the  Ministry,  but  have  not  yet  been  commenced: - 

(a)  Remaining  sewers  in  Sturminster  Newton. 

(b)  Sewerage  for  the  remaining  parts  of  Hinton  St. Mary 

and  Marnhull,  and  also  extensions  to  sewage  disposal 

works. 

(c)  Hazelbury  Bryan  -  Sewering  remaining  part  of  this 

parish  and  extension  of  sewage  disposal  works. 

(d)  Glanvilles  Wootton  -  Sewering  remaining  part  of 

built  up  area, 

(e)  Kings  Stag,  Lydlinch  -  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

works. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  House  Refuse.  A  monthly  collection  of  house  refuse,  with 
a  fortnightly  collection  in  the  more  built  up  areas,  is  made,  and 
the  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Fifehead 
Neville  dump. 

In  order  to  provide  additional  time  for 
the  v/orkmen  on  the  refuse  tip,  and  to  provide  for  a  fortnightly 
collection  in  the  area  of  the  Okefords,  reductions  had  to  be  made 
in  the  frequency  of  collections  in  other  parishes.  These  reductions 
naturally  brought  forth  criticisms  from  the  parishes  affected,  but 
the  additional  time  gained  upon  the  tip  duties,  gave  the  opportunity 
to  secure  that  the  refuse  was  properly  covered  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Conveyance  of  the  site  to  the 
Council.  Unfortunately,  the  extremely  bad  weather  experienced 
during  the  late  summer  and  autumn,  made  conditions  on  the  tip  very 
difficult,  and  in  order  to  avoid  recurring  trouble,  due  to  the 
tractor  and  refuse  vehicle  being  bogged  in  the  ground,  it  was 
necessary  to  stop  covering  the  refuse  until  conditions  improved. 
Flex-boards  were  brought  into  use  on  the  tip  later  in  the  year, 
and  proved  helpful  in  this  direction. 
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It  is  difficult  to  see  how  entirely 
satisfactory  conditions  can  be  maintained  at  this  refuse  tip 
through  such  periods  of  wet  weather  as  were  above  mentioned,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  seek  alternate  tipping  sites,  which  will  provide 
shorter  haulage  runs  for  the  vehicle  and  also  a  useful  alternative 
for  use  through  very  bad  weather. 

The  desirability  of  increasing  the  frequency 
of  collections  throughout  the  District  so  as  to  place  all  parishes 
on  fortnightly  basis  is  prejudiced  by  the  fact  that  the  increasing 
number  of  houses,  with  a  consequent  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
refuse  collected,  leaves  barely  sufficient  time  with  the  present 
schedules  to  allow  for  adequate  tip  maintenance.  It  is  essential 
for  adequate  time  to  be  available  on  the  tip  face  and  for  the 
vehicle  to  be  free  from  duty  for  several  days  during  each  month, 
in  order  that  emergency  repairs  can  be  carried  out  with  the 
minimum  need  for  the  hiring  of  a  substitute  vehicle. 

(b)  Salvage.  Materials  to  the  value  stated  below  were 
salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year  - 


paper 

£242. 

3s, 

3d. 

Metals 

£44. 

9s. 

6d. 

Rags 

£16 . 

4s. 

7d. 

String  &  carpets 

£1. 

17s. 

2d. 

Miscellaneous 

£- 

6s. 

lid. 

£305, 

Is. 

5d. 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying.  The  cesspool  emptying  service  operated 
under  section  74  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  has  been  valuable 
during  the  year  and  has  almost  completely  eliminated  cesspool 
nuisances. 

This  cesspool  emptier  is  also  used  in 
connection  with  the  maintenance  of  small  sewage  disposal  works 
in  small  villages  and  on  housing  estates  and  also  operated  at  the 
request  of  adjoining  Rural  District  Councils, 

No.  of  cesspools  emptied  during  the  year  -  826. 

5.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

Pollution  of  the  ditch  at  Ham  Gate  has  been  increased  by  the 
effluent  from  the  Bath  Road  Slaughterhouse,  but  this  will  be 
eliminated  when  the  Sturminster  Newton  sewage  disposal  plant  comes 
into  operation. 

Intermittent  pollution  of  a  ditch  was  caused  by  discharge  of 
unsatisfactory  effluent  from  the  Manston  slaughterhouse.  Constant 
supervision  and  possible  statutory  action  will  be  required  to 
ensure  such  pollution  is  not  allowed  to  persist. 


,  SHOPS  ACTS. 

No.  of 

inspections  carried  out 

24 

No.  of 

defects  found 

5 

No.  of 

notices  served 

- 

No.  of 

notices  complied  with 

- 

6 


7.  FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 


1 


on  register, 
i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 


No.  of  premises  Inspections. 


by  Local  Authorities 


14 


16 


Written 

Notices. 


2 


( ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  31  22  2 


( iii)  other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers’  premises)  14  23  3 


Total 


-  59 


61 
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No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanilness  6  6 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

Insufficient  3  3 


Total  9  9 


No,  of  outworkers  -  106, 

8*  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year, 

9.  SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  district  to  which  the 
public  have  access. 

10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SITES. 

No  camping  sites  were  licensed,  but  eight  licences  were 
granted  permitting  individual  caravans  to  be  stationed  on  specified 
sites. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


year 


The  following  infestations  have  been  dealt 
Cockroaches.  Fleas.  Flies. 


with  during  the 
Ants, 


7 


5  22  1 


The  method  used  in  connection  with  these  infestations  and 
which  has  proved  satisfactory  has  been  the  use  of  Pybruthrin  powder. 

12.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS. 


The  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  of  which  the  Sturminster 
Rural  District  Council  is  one  of  the  six  constituent  authorities, 
continued  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  pests  Act  1949. 

The  Rodent  officer  and  his  staff  of  two  operatives  are 
available  for  the  treatment  of  infestations  and  the  organisation 
has  worked  smoothly  during  the  year. 
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During  the  year  95  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  531  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  his  staff 
who,  also,  carried  out  340  treatments. 

13.  RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951. 

There  are  no  premises  subject  to  registration  under  the  above 
mentioned  Act  within  the  district, 

14,  PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951. 

One  premise  (a  stall  in  the  market  place)  is  licensed  under 
this  Act. 

No,  of  inspections  carried  out _ 2 


15.  SCHOOLS  ( INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS). 

Statutory  notices,  calling  for  the  provision  of  water  closets 
in  lieu  of  pail  or  vault  closets,  were  served  in  respect  of  the 
Manston  and  Child  Okeford  schools.  In  the  case  of  Mans ton  school, 
the  necessary  conversions  have  been  carried  out. 

During  the  year  ten  hygiene  inspections  of  the  three  school 
canteens  in  the  district  were  made  and  a  consistently  high 
standard  was  observed  at  them. 

At  the  Marnhull  canteen  the  drainage  system  was  connected  to 
the  Council’s  new  sewer  and  water  closets  were  provided, 

16.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  &  1951  -  Section  47. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year  under  these 
Acts  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  persons  requiring  institutional 
or  hospital  care. 

17.  HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year  441 


No,  of  inspections  made _  ~~47 9 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ 22 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ~~  ~~ 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served _ 1 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  1 


No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  11 

of  the  Housing  Act  1936  _ _ 11 

Action  taken  by  the  local  authority  in  respecT 
of  such  houses  - 

Demolition  Orders  made _ Nil 

Undertakings  accepted  for  - 

( i)  Closure _ Nil 

(ii)  Re~conditioning  "2 

(  iii)  Other  action  ^"5 


Slum  Clearance. 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circular  30/54  received 
in  April  called  for  a  resumption  in  slum  clearance  and  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  called  for  a  Return  to  be  made  within 
twelve  months  with  regard  to  unfit  houses  in  the  district,  with  a 
view  to  all  unfit  houses  being  dealt  with  during  the  following  five 
years,  A  continuation  of  your  existing  practice  with  regard  to 
unfit  houses  would  ensure  the  necessary  completion  of  slum  clearance 
within  five  years  providing  the  Council  is  prepared  to  take  action 
in  respect  of  ’unfit’  property  occupied  by  old  people  (many  owner 
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occupiers)  who  are  content  with  the  conditions  under  which  they 
are  living  and  in  respect  of . whom  hardship  would  be  caused  by 
action  being  taken  to  deal  with  such  property.  No  speeding  up 
of  slum  clearance  was,  therefore,  initiated  during  the  year,  but 
following  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
early  in  1955,  a  detailed  housing  inspection  in  representative 
parishes  will  be  carried  out  in  order  that  a  factual  report  on 
the  subject  can  be  placed  before  the  Council, 

Overcrowding. 

No,  of  cases  of  ’statutory’  overcrowding  found 
and  reported  to  the  Local  Authority 
No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 
particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding _ 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No.  of  houses  known  to  be  let  in  lodgings _ Nil 

No,  of  Houses  in  the  District, 


No.  of  houses  owned 

by 

the  Council 

1,100 

No,  of  houses  privately 

owned 

2,243 

Total  -  3,343 

Rural  Housing  Survey, 

No.  inspected  (with 

classification)  - 

Category 

1 

1,146 

it 

2 

692 

ii 

3 

270 

it 

4 

134 

2,242 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954, 

No.  of  applications  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair  Nil 
No.  of  certificates  issued  Nil 


Although  one  of  the  purposes  of  this  Act  was  to  enable  the 
landlord  to  obtain  and  increase  the  rent  in  order  to  maintain  his 
property  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  no  landlords  in  the  district 
appear  to  be  taking  advantage  of  the  Act,  judging  by  the  absence 
of  requests  received  for  ’certificates  of  disrepair’. 

At  the  same  time,  by  the  deletion  of  the  words  ’in  any  respect' 
in  section  9  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  the  Local  Authority  no 
longer  has  power  to  call  for  the  remedying  of  defects  unless  they 
amount  to  sanitary  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  or  are 
so  serious  as  to  make  the  house  ’not  reasonably  suitable  for 
occupation’ • 

The  total  result  must  be  that  many  properties  will  now  remain 
in  an  undesirable  state  of  disrepair  or  without  wholly  satisfactory 
sanitary  facilities  until  they  deteriorate  to  a  state  of  being 
’not  reasonably  suitable  for  occupation'  when  action  will  be  able 
to  be  taken  in  respect  of  them. 

Until  the  Courts  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the 
interpretations  put  upon  the  new  definition,  those  of  us  who  have 
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the  duty  of  representing  and  reporting  on  unfit  property  will  still 
not  be  clear  on  the  standard  to  be  adopted  in  so  far  as  what 
constitutes  a  house  as  being  ’not  reasonably  suitable  for  occupation' 
remains  even  more  indefinite  than  the  old  definition  in  the  principal 
Act, 

Requisitioned  Premises  etc. 

One  house  only  was  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  three  houses  on  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  had 
been  made  were  occupied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Provision  of  new  houses  and  re-housing. 

No.  of  houses  provided  by  the  local  authority  - 


Temporary 

Prefab, 

Swedish 

Timber. 

Traditional 

Type. 

Other. 

During  1954 

— 

32 

Post-war 

35 

20 

807 

22 

Pre-war 

— 

- 

184 

- 

Total  No,  of  families  re-housed  during  the  year _ 116 

Old  People’s  Grouped  Dwellings. 

Continued  interest  has  been  taken  by  other  local  authorities 
and  persons  interested  in  the  welfare  of  old  people,  in  your 
grouped  dwellings  and  many  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
by  them.  Daring  the  year  the  B.B.C.  took  recordings  with  regard 
to  the  housing  provision  which  the  Council  has  made  for  old 
people  for  inclusion  in  its  Programme  "A  Cup  to  be  Pilled" 
broadcast  both  in  the  London  and  Nest  Regional  programmes. 

Improvement  Grants  (Housing  Act  1949  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 

Act  1954) . 

No,  of  applications  received  during  the  year _ 24 

No.  granted  _  _  _  _  23 


18.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


1.  Milk. 

Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act  1944. 

No.  of  ’dealers’  subject  to  registration 
by  the  District  Council  under  regulation  14 
of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Raw  Milk) 

Regulations  1949 _ Nil 

No.  of  ’dealeis*  subject  to  licensing  under 
regulation  14  of  the  Milk  (special  Designations) 
(pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ 5 

No.  of  ’dairies’  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration  under  regulation  8  of  the  Milk  & 

Dairies  Regulations  1949 _ 3 

No.  of  ’distributors’  subject  to  registration  under 
regulation  8  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  10 


Samples. 

No,  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year;- 


Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 
Pasteurised 
N on-designated 


Passed.  Failed.  Total, 


2-2 
1-1 
66  -  66 

33  4  37 
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Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  -  Regulation  20. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year, 
2,  Other  Food  Premises. 

No,  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section 


13  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938 _ 114 

No,  being  -  restaurant  kitchens  ? 

hotel  kitchens _  ~  ~  24 

food  factories  T2 

No,  of  such  premises  inspected  T04 

No,  inspected  being  -  restaurant  kitchens  To 

hotel  kitchens  5 

food  factories _  lO 

No,  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  registration 

under  Section  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938  49 

No,  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  of  - 

fa^  Ice-cream  _ _ _ 38 

(b)  Sausages  and  prepared  meats  11 
No,  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year  43 

No,  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submit led  for 
Methylene  Blue  Test _ 18 


Results;-  Grade  1-16 

"  2  2 

"  3  - 

»  4 

No,  of  inspections  of  food  stalls  _ _  _  83 


Food  Inspection, 

Slaughterhouses.  Following  the  cessation  of  centralised 
slaughtering  oy  tne  Ministry  of  Pood  on  the  30th  June,  private 
slaughtering  was  resumed.  An  existing  slaughterhouse  in  Bath 
Road  again  came  into  use  and  one  of  new  construction  was 
licensed  at  Mansion, 


During  the  year  complaints  were  received 
by  the  Council  in  respect  of  alleged  nuisance  from  the  slaughterhouse 
in  Bath  Road.  The  Council  recognised,  however,  that  the  managers 
of  this  slaughterhouse  had  had  little  time  in  which  to  make  the 
necessary  improvements  to  the  slaughterhouse  before  it  had  to  come 
into  use  and  was  prepared  to  give  the  management  further  opportunity 
to  improve  conditions  there.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  conditions 
were  satisfactory. 

Food  Condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouses). 

Butchers  and  other  shops.  Quantities  condemned; - 

pork  ~  57i  lbs. 

Beef  &  I,amb  -  108  ” 

Sausages  -  6  " 

Other  Food  -  Quantities  condemned; - 

Tins  and  jars  of  food  -  89, 
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Meat  inspection  (July  to  December) 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Pigs. 

Cattle, 

Calves, 

■  i 

Sheep  ! 

and 

Lambs. 

Number  killed 

684 

1561 

7234 

283 

Number  inspected 

684 

1561 

7234 

1  *  — 

to 

CO 

N 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis, 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

2 

5 

17 

- 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

121 

460 

97 

47 

percentage  of  the  number  killed 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

17,9 

29.78 

1.57 

16,6 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

- 

11 

2 

- 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

21 

333 

8 

- 

percentage  of  the  number  killed 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

3,07 

ah :  .to tag 

) 

j  22.03 

0.13 

■ 

mm 

L, 

19,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


No,  of  invest igations  carried  out _ Nil 

No,  of  disinfections  carried  out  Nil 


20,  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Total  No,  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) _ 1,618 

Total  No,  of  informal  notices  served  7l 

Total  No,  of  informal  notices  complied  with  65 

Total  No,  of  statutory  notices  served  5 

Total  No,  of  statutory  notices  complied~wi^h  ~~  2 

Total  No,  of  prosecutions _  Nil 


D. NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Other  than  Tuberculosis  - 


Disease. 


Total  cases  Notified, 


Whooping  Cough  46 
Erysipelas  5 
Pneumonia  3 
Scarlet  Fever  2 


-  12 


Tuberculosis  - 


New  Gases  Notified*  Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory. 

1  1 


Food  poisoning. 

No  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  RESULTS  CF  THE  CENSUS  1951 
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